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Labor Pledges Job Aid 


To Hungarian Refugees 


ICFTU Asks UN 
Hear Miss Kethly 


New York—The Intl. Con- 
federation of Free Trade 
Unions has cabled Sec. Gen. 
Dag Hammarskjold urging 
support for the right of Miss 
Anna Kethly to address the 
United Nations General As- 
sembly. 

Miss Kethly is the only 
member of the former Nagy 
government, overthrown by 
the Soviet Union in Novem- 
ber, now in the free world. 

The cable signed by J. H. 
Oldenbroek, ICFTU general 
secretary, said: Considering 
removal and deportation Imre 
Nagy’s government by use of 
Soviet military force and ap- 
parent rejection of Kadar’s 
puppet government by Hun- 
garian people, ICFTU strong- 
ly supports Miss Anna Keth- 
ly’s request to be heard by 
General Assembly. 


AFL-CIO Urges Affiliates 
To Recognize Union Cards 


The American labor movement extended the open hand of inter~ 
national brotherhood to refugee Hungarian workers admitted to 
this country as the AFL-CIO Executive Committee approved a pro- 
gram for facilitating their employment and admission to union mem» 
bership. Acting at its meeting in Washington, the Executive Com- 


George Meany to send a letter to 
the presidents of all affiliated na- 
tional and international unions call- 
ing on them to instruct their local 
unions to take into membership 
without payment of initiation fees 
any Hungarian workers holding a 
union card in their native country. 


Speed Processing 


At the same time, Meany directed 
the AFL-CIO Community Services 
Committee to assist in processing 
the integration of Hungarian re- 
fugees in their new communities. ~ 

Staff members of the Commu- 
nity Services Committee will in- 
terview workers arriving at the 


Meany Briefs State Dept. 
On Latin American Tour 


AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany set another precedent when he 
became the first American trade union leader to address a State 
Dept. staff meeting on the labor aspects of inter-American relations. 


U.S. Army Reception Center at 


He reported on his observations 


during his recent trip to South 
America at a meeting of the staff 
of the department’s American Re- 
publics Division, together with John 
Dreier, U.S. ambassador to the Or- 
ganization of American States, and 
his staff. 

An intensification ef the ex- 


change program under which the 
U.S. would “add hundreds every 
year” to the number of Latin Amer- 
ican trade unionists it invites to this 
country to observe the U.S. labor 
movement was one of his major 
recommendations, 


mittee authorized AFL-CIO Pres.'> 


Camp Kilmer, N. J., and pass on 
information about them to other 
CSC staff members in the various 
cities to which they are sent. 

In this way, the committee will 
help to expedite their employ- 
ment and their admission into the 
local unions of the trade in which 
they formerly were employed. 

“We are anxious to do every 
thing possible to help these heroic 
workers and their families get a 


A special four-page section on 
the problems confronting the 
Hungarian refugees in Austria 
and the United States and how 
they are being met, appears on 
Pages 5 through 8 of this edition. 


new start in life,” Meany said at 
the conclusion of the Executive 
Committee meeting. 

“We feel that the American peo- 
ple should show their appreciation 
of the gallant fight the Hungarian 
workers have made against Com- 
munist tyranny. For its part, the 
free trade union movement is deter- 
mined to welcome these workers 
and to waive the usual rules and 
regulations to permit those who 
wish to do s0 to become members 
of our family.” 

The action by which the Ame» 


(Continued on Page 2) 


(Continued on Page 12) 
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AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22, 1996 


THE FIRST Phikp Marray-William Green Award is presented to 


Sen. Herbert H. Lehman (D-N.Y.), left, by Chairman Joseph Beirne 
of the AFL-CIO Community Services Committee. Lehman, who is 


retiring from the Senate next month, was honored for 30 years of 


’ Mberal public service. 


/| gram for the year ahead was map- 


Texas CIO 
Maps Broad 
a7 Program 


Austin, Tex.—Top officers were 
re-elected and an ambitious pro- 


ped by the 20th convention of the 
Texas CIO Council in a three-day 
session at the municipal auditorium. 


Sherman Miles of Corsicana, a 
member of the Communications 
Workers, was named president for 
another term and Fred Schmidt, 
former representative of the Oil, 
Chemical & Atomic Workers, was 
returned as executive secretary, the 
council's only full-time post. 


The convention was to have been 
the council’s last, since merger with 
the Texas Federation of Labor was 
to have taken place. Merger was 
delayed, however, last October un- 
til at least the end of the next ses- 
sion of the state legislature. 

R. J. Thomas, assistant to AFL- 
CIO Pres. George Meany, and Carl 
A. McPeak, assistant director of,the 
Dept. of Organization, stressed the 
value of speed.in completing the 
merger and pointed out that it was 


U.S. Must Stay In ILO 
Says Industry Leader 


New York—tThe organized employers of the United States should 
continue to participate in the Intl Labor Organization, according to 


the official spokesmen for organized industry in the New York 


metropolitan area. sa 


The stand was taken by the Com- 
merce and Industry Association of 
New York on recommendation of 
its Industrial Relations Committee, 
which filed a detailed report after a 
thorough study of the advantages 
and disadvantages of continued co- 
operation. 

The association's action throws a 
road-block in the campaign of a sec- 
tor of U.S. industry led by William 
L. McGrath, Cincinnati manufac- 
turer and a member of the ILO 
Governing Body, to bolt the United 
Nations’ affiliate on the ground that 
it is socialist-oriented and subject 
to Communist influence. 

“The association's position re- 
flects the constructive view that we 
in this country must do business on 
the realistic basis of the world as 
it is,” observed AFL-CIO Rep. 
George P. Delaney, U.S. worker 
delegate to the ILO and also a 
member of its Governing Body. 
“It justifies the view of AFL-CIO 
Pres. George Meany that we have 
much to gain from continued par- 
ticipation in the ILO.” 

The association’s committee, in 
its recommendations, pointed out 
U.S. employer withdrawal, “could 


only result in increasing the influ-}i 
ence of the Communist bloc and of |} 


Meany Briefs 
State Dept. on 
Latin America 


(Continued from Page I) 

Meany expressed satisfaction 
with the work of U.S. labor at- 
taches in the countries he visited, 
but recommended that full-time ap- 
pointees be named in all countries. 
In many, they now combine the 
duties of labor attaches with other 
embassy functions. 

The AFL-CIO president empha- 
sized the achievements his trip 
brought in the field of better under- 
standing between U.S. and South 
American unions, and the better 
knowledge it developed of the re- 
spective trade union philosophies 
and functions. 

He said he is so convinced of the 
usefulness of the journey that dur- 
ing 1957, he plans to visit additional 
South and Central American coun- 
tries. 


Burl Phares, 
Head of Glass 
Union, Dead 


Columbus O.—Burl W. Phares, 
president of the United Glass & 
Ceramic Workers since 1951, died 
in his sleep of a heart attack at his 
home here Dee. 16. He was 43 
years old. 

AFL-CIO Pres. Meany wired the 
Glass Workers’ officers: “We are 
shocked to learn of the death of 
your beloved president. -His leader- 
ship will be sorely missed by of- 
ficers and members of your union 
as well as by all of us in the labor 
movement. We extend our deepest 
sympathies.” 

Leland Beard, the unioa’s first 
vice president and research and 
education director, was installed as 
president pro tempore pending a 
referendum election in April. 

Burl Phares who was born in 
West Virginia May 23, 1913, was 
connected with the glass industry 


Bori W. 


Phares 


for more than 20 years. His first 
job was as a laboratory boy at the 
Libbey-Owens-Ford Glass Co. plant 


in Charleston, W. Va. 

He was long active in union af- 
fairs and held a number of offices, 
including two terms as wage com- 
mitteeman, two terms as president 
of the union’s Charleston Local 1, 
and president of District 2 in 
Charleston. 


not the function of a state central 
body to handle jurisdictional prob- 
lems that have been raised. 

OCAW Pres. O. A. Knight, re- 
cently returned from a South Amer- 
ican tour, called for action to end 
abuses of the “bracero” agricultural 
labor program and emphasized 
pledges made by labor leaders in 
North and South America to work 
for the end of dictatorships in the 
hemisphere. 

Other speakers included Judge 
Ralph W. Yarborough, State Sen. 
Henry Gonzales of San Antonio, a 
former education director for the 
Ladies Garment Workers, Educa- 
tion Dir. Joe Glazer of the Rubber 
Workers, Rep. James Wright (D) of 
Weatherford and Pres. Alex Dickie, 


cation, representatives of the 
gion’s state central bodies adopted 
a constitution and pledged their or- 
ganizations’ financial support to the 
undertaking. 

Promote Education 

The purpose of the new labor 
school is to operate and promote 
schools, institutes, and other educa- 
tional activities, to provide leader- 
ship training in the inter-mountain 
area and to encourage and assist 
in the development of labor educa- 
tion programs at the state and local 
levels. A Board of Control, com- 
posed of executive officers of the 
member state central bodies, will be 
the governing body. 

Participating organizations in- 
clude the merged state AFL-CIO 
organizations in Arizona, Colorado, 
Montana, New Mexico, Utah and 
Wyoming and the state federations 
and industrial union councils of 
Idaho and Nevada. John Cosgrove 
and George Guernsey, assistant di- 
rectors of the AFL-CIO Dept. of 
Education, and the regional direc- 
tors or their assistants from the 
four AFL-CIO regions concerned, 
also took part in the founding meet- 
ing. 

Conform to Policies 

The Rocky Mountain Labor 
School grew out of preliminary 
meetings, beginning at the AFL- 
CIO merger convention, and sub- 
sequent discussions in Denver and 
Phoenix. The constitution provides 
that the organization shall at all 
times conform to the policies of the 
AFL-CIO. 

Elected officers of the organiza- 
tion at the meeting here were Sec.- 


Jr. of the Texas Farmers Union. 


Inter-Mountain States 
Organize Labor School 


Salt Lake City—A new AFL-CIO Rocky Mountain Labor Schooi 
was formed here at a meeting of the officers of the AFL-CIO 
state central bodies im the eight states of the Inter-Mountain Area. 
At a meeting in the offices of the Utah State AFL-CIO presided 
over by John D. Connors, director of the AFL-CIO Dept. of Edu- 


re-} 


Treas. K. S. Brown of the Arizona 


AFL-CIO, president; Exec. Vice 
Pres. R. C. Anderson of the Colo- 
rado Labor Council, secretary- 
treasurer; and Pres. James S. Um- 
ber of Montana AFL-CIO, Exec. 
Sec.-Treas. Tom E. Robless of New 
Mexico AFL-CIO, and Sec.-Treas 
Ormond Konkle of Utah AFL- 
CIO, vice presidents. 

The first project sponsored will 
be a week-long resident school at 
Alpine Rose Lodge, Brighton, Utah, 
May 26-31. rs 


Examiner Favors 
Rail Fare Hike 


An Interstate Commerce 
Commission examiner has 
recommended that a group of 
Eastern railroads be granted 
a 15 percent hike in first class 
passenger fares and a 5 per- 
cent increase im coach travel 
costs. 

The examiner rejected as 
unreasonable the request by 
some of the roads to raise first 
class fares by 45 percent. 
Railway labor organizations 
fought this proposal on 
grounds that it would elimi 
nate first class service and 
thus impair the railroads’ abil- 
ity to meet national defense 
needs. 

The examiner’s recommen- 
dation, which now goes to the 
ICC for action, came only a 
day after the commission had 
authorized railroads serving 
much of the nation to raise 
freight rates by an estimated 
$400,600,000 2 year. 


Labor Urges Compensation Laws 


peculiar hazards not covered 


To Cover Varied Atomic Hazards 


Charleston, S$. C_—Workers employed in the rapidly growing atomic industry face varied and 


declared here. 

Biemiller, AFL-CIO legislative 
representative, spoke before the 
annual convention of the Intl. As- 
sociation of Industrial Accident 
Boards and Commissions. 

“It is now time to recognize that 
atomie industry—the civilian use 
of atomic materials—is at least a 
small giant already and is a sig- 
nificant factor in today’s economy,” 
Biemillet said. 

Meet Problems Now 

“From the standpoint of ail con- 


:| cerned with safety and workmen’s 
| compensation, this infant giant pre- 
t}sents problems to be met here and 


now and not merely questions to 
be reckoned with in the indefinite 
future.” : 

Records of the Atomic Energy 
Commission, Biemiller said, show 
that by mid-1956, the AEC had 
licensed nearly 2,000 non-industrial 
users of radioactive material, a 
fourfold increase since 1951. “In 
the industrial field, the expansion 
has been even more remarkable,” he 
said, “as company after company 
has come to apply the wonders of 
radioactivity to hundreds of meas- 
urement, inspection and control 
purposes and to the changing of 
characteristics of various materials.” 

Industrial concerns authorized 
to use radioactive material have 
increased from 134 in 1951, te 

1,360 firms in 44 states, the Dis- 

trict of Columbia and Hawaii as 
of May 1956. 

The trade union movement has} 
developed a keen awareness of the) 
special and peculiar occupational 
hazards to which workers im the; 


atomic energy field are subjected, 
Biemiller told the convention, and 
a number of national unions repre- 
senting sizeable groups of workers 
in this field are seeking to bring a 
“broader understanding among 
their membership of the need for 
continuing caution in working with 
radioactivity.” 

He cited the Boilermakers; the 
Pipe Fitters & Plumbers; Oil, 
Chemical & Atomic Workers; Ma- 
chinists; Auto Workers, and Elec- 
trical Workers, as some of the un- 
ions that have developed special 
informational and other programs 
in this area. 

Radiation Hazards 

Biemiller also directed particular 
attention to the policy of the na- 
tional AFL-CIO which calls for (1) 
effective health and safety stand- 
ards to meet the special hazards 
presented in work with radioactive 
materials and (2) provisions for fair 
compensation for workers suffering 
radiation injpry. 

A special conference on radia- 


the AFL-CIO in the near future, 
he added, to bring together key of- 
ficers and safety leaders of all inter- 
ested trade unions. 


tion hazards is being planned by! j 


by present workmen’s compensation laws, Andrew J. Biemiller, 


be immediately evident. The re- 


as 25 or 30 years after exposure. 


“It should be made certain 
that radiation injury is covered aod 
that statutes of limitations are 2+ 
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Schnitzler Sees White Collar 
Organizing As Key Challenge 


Every unorganized worker, especially in the white collar field, is a threat to hard-won union condi- 
tions, the 250 delegates to a Washington conference sponsored by the AFL-CIO Industrial Union 
Dept. were told. . The challenge to organize in this field “sounds out like a fire alarm,” one speaker 
said-as the conference addressed itself to the special problems of the nearly 18 million non-supervi- 
sory employes in the white collar field. Introduction of automated equipment has already compli- 


cated the careers of many such® 


workers and the advent of automa- 
tion into more areas of industry and 
business will result in as much eco- 
nomic dislocation for the white col- 
lar worker as for his or her co- 
worker on the production line, the 
conference said. 


Called No. 1 Challenge 

Although not an organizing con- 
ference, the sessions often came 
back to the proposition that white 
collar workers stand as much in 
need of organization as those in the 
blue collar ranks. 

The importance of the confer- 
ence was stressed by AFL-CIO Sec.- 
Treas. William F. Schnitzler who 
told the delegates the sessions “can 
come up with ideas for bridging the 
gap between the suppressed desires 
of white collar workers for a better 
life’ and the steps necessary if they 
are to achieve it through collective 
action.” 

It will be necessary first, 
Schnitzler added, to “break down 
the wall of propaganda and mis- 
understanding.” He called organ- 
ization in the white collar field 
“the No. 1 challenge facing 
American labor today.” 


IUD Pres. Walter P. Reuther, 
head of the Auto Workers and an 
AFL-CIO vice president, declared 
that favoritism is a special problem 
which white collar workers must 
face. Favors go to the favorites, 
Reuther said, “and there is a higher 
sheen on the red apple in offices 
than there ever was in industrial 
plants.” 


Threat to Unions 
AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
asserted that the white collar work- 
er has been victimized by propa- 
ganda that unionism is “not for 
us” or “we are above that sort of 
thing.” 


He recalled that he once 


Automation Causes 
Six Months Layoff 


Point Edward, Ont. — The 
Ford Motor Co. engine block 
plant, site of Canada’s first 
automation strike last year, 
has laid off its entire work 
force for at least six months 
because of overproduction. 

Workers at Holmes Foun- 
dry struck in 1955 at what 
the Auto Workers then called 
the “inhuman” schedule ini- 
tiated by the company. Where 
a work force of 400 pre- 
viously produced 664 engine 
blocks daily, the introduction 
of automated machines led to 
establishment of a production 
target of 900 blocks a day by 
280 workers. 


advised a white collar group to “ask 
the Hod Carriers what they do for 
their members and then do the 
same thing for yours.” 


The millions of “organizables” 
in the white collar field, Meany 
continued, are a challenge to the 
labor movement because “every 
unorganized worker is a threat to 
eur hard-won conditions.” 


A heartening aspect in the union- 
ization of white collar workers and 
salaried employes said IUD Sec.- 
Treas. James B. Carey “has been 
the way in which they have given 
the lie to that old myth that they 
won't demonstrate militancy, won't 
strike together and won’t stick to- 
gether if the going gets rough.” 

Must Be Organized 

Carey, who heads the Electrical, 
Radio & Machine Workers, told 
delegates of strides made by auto- 
mation in his industry. He noted 


<> SS 


= 


the irony in the fact that the ranks 
of white collar workers are increas- 
ing while those of “the aristocrats 
of labor who once disdained them 
—the production workers —are 
shrinking.” 

There are about three million or- 
ganized white collar workers or 
about 17 percent of the total, com- 
pared with about 50 percent or- 
ganized in the production field, 
declared John W. Livingston, direc- 
tor of the AFL-CIO Dept. of 
Organization. 

“I don’t know what conclusions 
this may suggest to you, but to me 
it sounds out as clearly as a fire 
alarm. These workers must be 
organized.” ‘ 

The size of the job was spelled 
out in detail by Dir. Stanley Rut- 
tenberg of the AFL-CIO Dept. of 
Research, who predicted that 
white collar workers will some 
day “become the largest, single 
organized group of workers in 
America. This may not come to- 
morrow, but come it will in the 
next great wave of union organi- 
zation in America.” 

IUD Dir. Albert Whitehouse was 
chairman of the conference. 

White collar workers should be 
told and re-told that the fringe 
benefits including social security 


have been won for them by organ- 


ized labor, advised Dir. Nelson 
Cruikshank of the AFL-CIO Dept. 
of Social Security. “They think 
the government gives them these 
benefits,” he said, “whereas the 
government only keeps the books.” 

The impact of automation in the 
white collar field was reported on 
at length by Dr. Allen V. Astin, 
director of the National Bureau of 
Standards. Special problems of 
workers in this area were discussed 
by Rep. Lois McKinstry of the 
Retail Clerks. 


Hitch on, Brother! 


CONFERENCE HUDDLE took place during discussion on the 


white collar workers’ problems between AFL-CIO Organizing Dept. 
Dir. John W. Livingston (left) and Dir. Albert Whitehouse of Indus- 
trial Union Dept. who served as chairman of the two-day session,- 


AUTOMATION IMPACT on salaried employes occupies the atten- 


tion of AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitzler (left) and Dr. 
Allen V. Astin of the National Bureau of Standards during the 
Washington conference sponsored by the Industrial Union Dept. 


HumankElement Prime 
Automation Concern 


Organized labor has a duty and responsibility “to be very in- 
sistent in calling attention to the human element in automation,” 
AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany advised the subcommittee on eco- 


nomic stabilization of the Joint‘ 
Economic Committee. 

Meany’s statement was read to 
the subcommittee studying automa- 
tion and technological change by 
Dir. Stanley Ruttenberg of the 
Dept. of Research. 


Government, Meany continued, 
should not be asked to solve the 
problems of automation for labor or 
management but has a two-fold re- 
sponsibility: 

It should collect and publish 
relevant information on current 
technological developments re- 
garding new types of automatic 
equipment. 

It should conduct studies draw- 
ing on the experience already ob- 
tained in industry that would 
prove helpful to labor and man- 
agement in planning the introduc- 
tion of new equipment. 


Meany said he was not pessimis- 
tic about the ability of U.S. society 
to adjust to the new technology. 

“It is not characteristic of the 
trade union movement to sit back 
and let the future take care of it- 
self,’ Meany asserted. “If the ad- 
justments are to be made, they will 


take foresight, planning and coop- 


eration between business, labor and 
government.” 

He suggested that committee 
members question corporation rep- 
resentatives on what has been done 
or will be done with automation, 
manpower requirements, retraining 
and collective bargaining implica 
tions. 


Meany noted that various engi- 
neers have predicted it will be 
cheaper in many, if not most, 
cases to build automated plants 
in new locations rather than to 
rebuild old plants. To what ex- 
tent, he asked, will improvements 
in technology speed up the trend 
toward migration of industry 
leaving older established commu- 
nities without sufficient job op- 
portunities for their residents? 


Special problems of training are 
bound to arise, he continued, 
Workers whose jobs will be elimi- 
nated by installing the new equip- 
ment must be the first to be con- 
sidered for work on the new equip- 
ment. It will require the best brains 
of labor and management to de 
velop a new type of training pro- 
gram for older workers so that they 
can make their maximum contribu- 
tion to their new jobs. 
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: ‘Peace on Earth...’ 
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It is easy, all too easy, to forget that fundamental Christmas 
message during the holiday season of this year 1956. An uneasy 
world watches and waits, suffers and commiserates, prays and hopes 
that conflict may be ended and war averted. 

Peace is shaken; good will exists in minute quantities throughout 
great sections of our world. 

The east of Europe rumbles. The Middle East seethes in 
hatred. Scores, hundreds of millions of human beings live under 
the iron heel of the dictator, who has no good will to his fellow 
men and who has sacrificed his right to the good will of his fellow 
men. 

Yet with it all, the Christmas message rings through, clear and 
timely. Peace on earth must come; good will towards men must 
emerge. 

The ideals of humanity are expressed in the phrase. Let us, at 
this Christmas of 1956, rededicate ourselves to their attainment. 

Meanwhile . . . a very merry Christmas to each and every one 
of you! 


A Vicious Action 


bw ACTION of the Darlington Manufacturing Co. in selling 

its South Carolina mill piece by piece rather than deal with a 

union is a shocking, anti-social action. 

As a result, hundreds of workers face a bitter Christmas, unem- 
ployment and disruption of their family lives. A rich corporation, 
with no thought for human values, will continue to reap the high 
profits of the other textile mills in its chain operation. 

The closing of the Darlington mills, as the management had threat- 
ened to do if the workers voted for the textile workers union, was, 
of course, a “defeat” for the union. 

The defeat of the union, without question, arose from fhe anti- 
anion climate which the Taft-Hartley Act has made possible in the 
southern textile industry. It is not the first incident of its kind; 

“nor certainly, will it be the last—auntil the anti-union Taft-Hart- 
ley is replaced by a law that recognizes the equities of labor and 
management. 

That is no balm for the Darlington workers. But they can take 
satisfaction in knowing that the cruel injustice of a cold and arrogant 
company will not soon be forgotten. ‘ 


Delay 


Tp 'OEREs BEEN a postponement of the meeting of the central 
committee of the Soviet Communist Party. An obvious reason: 
too many Communists talking on a party line. 
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DRAWN FOR THE 


AFL-CIO news 


By Charles C. Webber 
AFL-CIO Representative for 
Religious Relations 


T this Christmas time, one of 
strife and turmoil, we need to 


ago, Mary, the mother of Jesus, 

according to the scriptures, prophe- 

sied before His birth: ; 
“My soul magnifies the Lord, and 
my spirit rejoices in God My 
Savior, ... He has put down the 
mighty from their thrones, and 
exalted those of a low degree; 
He has filled the hungry with 
good things, and the rich He has 
sent empty away.” 

As we sing “O Little Town of 
Bethlehem,” and other Christmas 
carols, let us recall from the one 
by Cecil F. Alexander, that: 

“Once in royal David’s City, 

Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby, 

In a manger for His bed: 

And His shelter was a stable, 

And His cradle was a stall.” 


When we hear the bells on 
Christmas Day, even though we 
know that, as Longfellow put it, 

“Hate is strong, and mocks the 
song of peace on earth, good will 
to men,” 
let us have faith that the bells are 
pealing loud and deep: 
“God is not dead, nor doth he 
sleep; The wrong shall fail, the 
right prevail, with peace on earth, 
good will to men.” 

Let us also remember at this 
Christmas time, that as the boy 
Jesus grew up in Nazareth and 
worked with His father Joseph in 
their carpenter’s shop He “increased 
in wisdom and in stature and in 
favor with God and man.” And as 
Phyllis Hartnoll wrote in “The Car- 
penter”: 

“Silent at Joseph’s side He stood 

And smoothed and trimmed the 

shapeless wood, 

And with firm hand, assured 

and slow, 

Drove in each nail with meas- 

ured blow. 
“Absorbed, He planned a wooden 
cask, 


Nor asked for any greater task, 
Content to make, with humble 


tools, 


be reminded that over 1,900 years |‘ 


Tables and little children’s 
stools.” 


Answering a call Seda God when 
He was about 30 years of age, Jesus 
went to the synagogue in Nazareth, 
‘as His custom was, on the sabbath 
day,” and He read from the book of 
the prophet Isaiah: 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
Me, because He has anointed Me 
to preach good news te the poor. 
He has sent Me to proclaim re- 
lease to the captives and recover- 
ing of sight to the blind, (and) to 
set at liberty those who are op- 
pressed.” 

During the three years or more 
of His ministry, according to Harry 
Kemp in “The Going Of His Feet”: 

“He saw a neighbor build 

A house that did not stand— 

And men may not forget 

The House upon the Sand; 

“He saw a widow drop 

Her mite into the hoard— 

And to eternity 

That treasure is up-stored; 

“He heard a publican 

Who thought none other 

there— 

The Souls of all mankind 

Are richer for that prayer... .” 


.He told the lawyer who asked 
Him, “Teacher, what shall I do to 
inherit eternal life?” “To love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all 
your mind, and your neighbor as 
yourself. . . . Do this, and you 
will live.” 

In the Parable of the Last Judg- 
ment, Jesus pointed out that if 
nations as well as individual men 
and women were to enter the King- 
dom of God, they were required to 
feed the hungry, clothe the naked, 
visit the sick as well as those in 
prison, and welcome the stranger. 

This Man from Galilee, who by 
His life and teachings “stirred up 
the people,” challenges us today! 
His life and teachings led men and 
women to love their enemies, to do 
good to those that hated them; and 
to pray: “Our Father who art in 
Heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, On earth as it is in heaven.” 

When we sing the Christmas 


carol “Joy to the World! The 


esa 1956 


Lord is Come,” let us be aware 
that the Kingdom of God is not 
yet here on earth as long as men 
are killing one another in the 
name of communism, “vital na- 
tional interests” or religion, 

Let us recognize that the King- 
dom of God is not yet here as 
long as a single man or woman 
is discriminated against because 
of race, color, religion or na- 
tional origin. 

May we at this Christmas time 
contribute out of our abundance to 
aid the Hungarian victims of aggres 
sion, poverty and disease, as well 
as to others who are in need where- 
ever they may be. 

And as we contribute, let us do 
so in the spirit of Him whose birth- 
day we observe, who said, “As you 
did it to one of the least of these 
My brethren, you did it to Me.” 

And may we not only at this 
Christmas -time, but in the days, 
months, and years ahead, resolve 
to meet the challenge of the Car 
penter of Nazareth by dedicating 
ourselves to live up to the highest 
personal and social ideals and to 
work within the religious and labor 
organizations of which we are mem- 
bers in an endeavor to cooperate 
with a Living God in the building 
of His Kingdom on earth. 
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Labor Rolls Up Sleeves 
-| To Aid Freedom Fighters 


The United States, the hope of the hopeless since 
the founding fathers threw open its doors to the op- 
pressed of all nations, is making room for the men, 
women and children of Hungary who stumbled across 


the border to the freedom of Austria with the blood. 


of their fallen comrades still on them and the horror 
of war still in their eyes. 

Penniless in a strange land, welcomed in a tongue 

they cannot understand, their future uncertain, they 
are being received with the respect America has 
always given those who fight for liberty. 
_ The organized labor movement is playing its role 
in this welcome just like its counterparts in other free 
countries. Across America, AFL-CIO unions are 
helping out—with money, with short-cut and suc- 
cessful efforts to place the refugees in jobs, with the 
friendly aid of community services committees. 

This and the next few pages is an effort to tell 
something of this story—— 

Something of the story of what AFL-ClO Pres. 


George Meany saw when he visited the reception 
center at Camp Kilmer, N. J. Something, too, of 
whom he saw, people like the bewildered mechanic 
above, Endre, and Erika, his 13-year-old daughter, 
who broke into tears when she was handed a bou- 
quet. eee "5 7 

Something of the story of people like John Vesz- 
premi, himself a Hungarian who came to this country 
in 1913, went through the Detroit sitdown strikes and 
is an outstanding member of Auto Workers Local 
174. 

Something of what's going on in Austria, where 
the Federation of Trade Unions has emptied its treas- 
wry and turned over its physical property for the 
homeless from across the border. 

ing of what the AFL-CIO and its affiliates 
are doing and plan to do as a quite natural conse- 
quence of their recognition that they are their broth- 


ex's keepers. 
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the newcomers fall-to with good appetites. 


By Amol Beichman 


Camp Kilmer, N. J—American labor will welcome 
Hungarian workers who have fled to freedom in the 
United States “on the basis of equality,” AFL-CIO 
Pres. George Meany told a group of several hundred 
Hungarian refugees here. 

Meany made a thorough inspection of reception 
facilities here and talked to many of the refugees. 

In a bare, dimly-lit hall, he addressed an audience 
of Hungarian men, women and children, the major- 
ity of whom had arrived in this country via-the Air 
Force airlift just a few hours earlier. 


Pledges Continued Effort 


“We shall continue our efforts,” he pledged, “to 
secure the most generous contributions from our 
membership to help the Hungarian freedom fighters 
who have found a haven in our country or in other 
free lands. 

“In the halis of Congress the influence of Ameri- 
ean labor, as a vital force in our nation, will be 
vigorously on the side of doing everything possible 
to assure the Hungarian freedom fighters and their 
families full opportunity to live in dignity and enjoy 
the rights and benefits of our democratic way of life. 

- “We of American labor, the entire free world, can 
never express to you sufficient gratitude or reward 
you enough for- this immortal service to peace, prog- 
ress and human well-being. 

“Now that you are here, you can live in peace, 
freedom and dignity. You will have the opportu- 
nity to become Americans by deliberate choice, not 
by the chance of birth. We of American labor 
welcome your garment workers and steel workers, 
your auto workers and construction trade workers, 


SES SONG. SO OMNES LE LOE ELEGE ELLE: 


FIRST AMERICAN MEAL of Hungarian refugees arriving at Camp Kilmer is a hearty one, and 
By the end of the year, it is planned that 21,500 fugi- 
tives from Soviet brutality will have passed through the New Jersey reception center. 


Pledges Freedom Fighters Aid: 
Lauds U.S. Reception Program 


Wooten, commanding general of the Kilmer Refugee 


your craftsmen of all trades and skills. We wel- 
come you on the basis of equality.” 
Meany was introduced by Brig. Gen. Sidney C. 


Reception Center. His speech was translated para- 
graph by paragraph into Hungarian by Dr. Alexander 
Hahn, now an exile himself and formerly deputy 
mayor of Budapest from 1945 to 1948. 


Sing Hungarian Anthem for Meany 
When the speech was over, a most touching scene 


occurred. Meany left the platform and started down 
through the auditorium. The entire audience arose | 
as one and stood silently. From the rear, a few voices | 
began singing the Hungarian national anthem, Isten | 
Alld Meg A Magyart—God Save the Hungarians. It| 
‘was picked up by the entire assembly, this slow, sad | 
song. The men stared ahead as they sang while many | 
of the women wept or covered their eyes with necker- 
chiefs and shawls to hide their tears. 

Then many of the refugees crowded around 
Meany to shake his hand. Some took out little 
books and showed them to Meany. They were 
their union books, and they wanted to show him 
that they had been workers and union members 
and they wanted to join, as one young ironworker 
said, a “real American union.” 

During his tour of the grounds, building and bar- 
racks, Meany paid tribute to the Army for the visibly 
good job it was doing despite the handicap of having 
to utilize the resources of a camp which had been 
closed until a month ago. 

The refugees, according to Wooten, spend no more 
than a few days until homes and jobs are found for 
them through various public and private relief agen- 


cies. 


UNION CARDS were flashed for inspection by AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany EXCHANGE OF SMILES between Meany and newly-arrived children came fre- 
‘when he visited the camp. The two men displaying their evidences of union mem- 
bership are ironworkers, and hope to get jobs soon. 


CARVED OUT of the New Jersey pine woods, Camp Kilmer ‘s a 
haven indeed for Hungarians driven from their country because of 
their determination to be free. This is their doorway to liberty. 


WHAT EVERY WOMAN LOVES—picking out a new wardrobe 
to enter upon a new life. The arrivals were free to select whatever 
they wanted from the clothing racks, had a choice of shoes and 
even toys. : 


quently during the AFL-CIO leader’s camp tour. When he finished a welcoming 
speech, his audience spontaneously sang the Hungarian anthem. 
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Freedom, Food Slee 


AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C 
Magazine Feature Section Saturday, December 22, 1956 


SAFE AT LAST, these Hungarian refugees at Andau sleep the sleep of exhaustion upon their arrival 


in Austria. 


Barns and former Red army barracks are used as make-shift shelters. 


Austrians have 


had to restore plumbing, windows and other necessities stripped by Russian soldiers when they were 
| withdrawn. Ir the fight for freedom, necessity, indeed, makes strange bedfellows. 


Bae SSR see 3 
ROAD TO FREEDOM is taken by Hungarian refugees, shown here 
as they cross the border at Andau, where most of them slip through 


HELPING TO BRIDGE the gap for these youngsters uprooted from 
their homes, toys distributed to new arrivals at Camp Kilmer make 
a big hit. Note identification tag pinned to the new laid chief” play- 
ing with toy fire engine at the right. 


FIRST TASTE OF FREEDOM comes to two Hungarian refugees at 
Camp Kilmer, upon their arrival in the United States, when they visit 
the library and, after years of living under censorship, experience the 
delight of being able to choose their own books. 


EVERY BARN 1s a relief center in the Austrian region near the Hungarian border. At Traiskirchen, 


refugees line up to receive welcome food allotments 


CARE,” the sign indicates. 


— “a gift from the American people through 


This community is in Burgenland, the last part of Austria evacuated 


by the Russians and “sucked dry” before they left a year ago. 


Fast Shift of Refugees Urged 
To Eliminate Excuse for Attack 


A mass U.S. airlift of Hungarian refugees out of 
hard-pressed Austria was urged by Victor G. Reuther, 
administrative assistant to the president of the Auto - 
Workers, after a four-day inspection of border points 
where freedom fighters have been crossing to liberty. 

Reuther visited Austria after serving, with AFL- 
CIO European Rep. Irving Brown, as AFL-CIO dele- 
gates to the meeting of the Intl. Confederation of 
Free Trade Unions’ executive board, of which they 
are alternate members. 

“Speed in moving the refugees out is the key,” he 
said, “even if it means moving them only to other 
European countries where they can think intelligently 
about their futures and be relocated in the rest of the 
world. 

“With about 150,000 regular refugees and another 
25,000 to 30,000 who just filtered in, the drain on 
Austria has been terrific, and nobody seems to be 
paying much attention to it. There is no knowing 
how many provocateurs | slipped in with the refugees, 
and Austria fears the immense concentration may 
give the Russians the excuse they want to attack. 

Hinted by Kadar Government 

“There was a hint of this when the Hungarian 
Kadar government demanded the right to inspect the 
refugee camps. That’s what Hitler ad before he 
moved into the Sudetenland.” 

> Reuther said Hungarians and ital both 
reminded him that at the time of his visit, the U.S, 
had moved out fewer refugees than either Great 
Britain, France or little Switzerland had already 
accepted. 


“The 21,500 figure is ridiculously small in view 


of the need and what crowded European countries 
are doing,” he added. “Why, any one of our good- 
sized cities could absorb that many.” 

Europe is looking not only for our humanitarian 
concern, he said, but for evidence of our recognition 
of the political factors involved. 

“Our slowness to accept a fair share of our respon- 
sibility doesn’t sit very well,” he said. 

He said he is personally convinced that the refugees 
“want to get as far away from Hungary as possible.” 
First choices of destination, he said, were Australia, 
New Zealand, the U.S. and Canada, with second 
choices the European “neutral” countries—the Scan- 
dinavian nations and Switzerland. 

Overwhelming Portion Are Young 

“An overwhelming portion of the refugees are 
young,” he said. “This reflects the Russians’ organ- 
ized campaign of deportation, a campaign that has 
moved 50,000 young men toward Siberia. Most of 
them are skilled workers, technologists and scientists, 
the best brains in the country. A lot of them want 
to go back and build up their country when it is 
free, and they should be encouraged to do so.” 

Reuther visited the border point at Andau, where 
most of the refugees slip through woods and 
swamps—often losing their shoes—on the hard 
road to freedom. 

Reuther emphasized that the AFL-CIO program 
for the United Nations ‘must be carried out—a UN 
police force “to stop the butchery and inhuman de- 
portations,” withdrawal of recognition from the pup- 
pet Kadar government, free elections, and the send- 
ing in of observers. 
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“GOD HAS BROUGHT YOU?” is the literal translation of the traditional Hungarian welcome, “Isten TWO YOUNG WORKERS, who a few weeks ago were fighting in 


Hozott,” and the sign bearing it reflected the sentiments of thousands of Detroiters who greeted the Hungary, were sponsored by John Veszpremi (center), himself a 
first refugees to arrive in the Motor City. Many of the 43 homeless men, women and children who Hungarian who has been in this country since 1913. The UAW 


came by plane were sponsored by members of the Auto Workers. 


member and his wife opened their hearts and home to the pair. 


Auto Worker Sponsors Iwo Refugees 


John Veszpremi, who believes that it is more blessed to give than to receive, is 
observing Christmas 1956 in a way which is sure to please his God. 

In his home, right now, are two young workers who, only a few weeks ago, were 
fighting in the. streets of Hungary’s strife-torn cities against their Red oppressors. 

Like so many other AFL-CIO members, Veszpremi, a member of the UAW’s 
West Side Local 174 in Detroit, felt he had to do something . . . something personal 
to help the penniless refugees from Soviet terror. So he decided to “sponsor” two 
of the 43 Hungarians who arrived recently in the Motor City—the first to come to 
this part of the United States. 


Guarantees to Provide for Them 

A sponsor must give assurance that the refugees he “adopts” will have a place 
to stay, food and clothes. In other words, he must provide for them and must 
guarantee that they will not become public charges, until such time as they can 
stand on their own feet. 

So Veszpremi and his wife, Margaret, went out to Willow Run airport on a cold, 
bleak and rainy Sunday afternoon to await the arrival of the chartered plane from 
Camp Kilmer, N. J. 

They saw the plane land, the newsmen and photographers and TV crews and 
public officials crowd around it as the ramp was put in place and the door opened, 
and saw 43 homeless human beings step down—some weeping, some smiling, 
some somber and thoughtful. They were carrying all their earthly belongings in 
little paper bags and boxes, tucked under their arm. ‘ 

Though there were a few families in the group, most of the new arrivals were 
young men—Freedom Fighters who had had to choose between deportation to 
Siberia or a risky escape to the West. 

The Veszpremis, along with several thousand other Detroiters who had come out 
to welcome the group, shouted “Isten Hozott,” Hungarian for “God has brought 
you.” Then they followed in their car the buses which were taking the refugees to 
Holy Cross Roman Catholic Church in the Delray section of Detroit, where many 

' people of Hungarian descent live. ; 

It was here that Veszpremi met Karoly, 21, and Mihaly, 20, and asked the au- 
thorities for permission to sponsor these two young men. 

Veszpremi, who is 59 and a former chief steward of his local, has worked at the 
Timken Axle plant since 1926 and is a proud veteran of the 1937 sitdown strikes. 
Himself a native of Hungary, he left that country in 1913 to come to Detroit. 


Ged Knows They Deserve a Break 

“I know what it is to come to a strange country, not to know the language or the 
customs,” he says. “That’s why we'll help these boys all we can.” 

“Our own two children are married and live away from home, so we have plenty 
of room for them,” added his wife. “God knows they deserve a break after what 
they’ve been through. 

“We’re Lutherans,” said Veszpremi, “but we went to Fr. Jacobs (of Holy Cross 
Church) a while back and told him we’d sponsor anybody, regardless of religion 
or anything else, as long as we could help. So he put us on the list. There were 
175 names on it, more than three times the number of refugees who came in on 
this first plane.” 

With Mrs. Veszpremi acting as interpreter, the two young Freedom Fighters 
told ef their experiences during the revolution. 

Mihaly, a master mechanic, had been at work in Budapest repairing a bridge, 
when he heard the news that Russian troops had fired on peaceful demonstrators. 
He left his work, along with his fellow workers, picked up a gun he found lying 
in the street, and fought for three days against the Communist police. 

Believing that the revolt had been successful, Mihaly then left Budapest and 


Hungarian Film Made 
Available to Unions 


A 16 mm. film dealing with the current Hungarian situation, produced by the 
U.S. Information Agency as No. 29 in its monthly “Report of Our Times” series, 
now is being distributed by the AFL-CIO Education Dept. and the USIA. 

Reviewing Hungary’s contributions to Western parliamentary law and ilustrat- 
ing the processes of Communist indoctrination in schools, on farms, in factories 
and among youth, the film shows actual scenes of the revolt and ends with a blank 
screen denoting the return of the Soviet “iron heel.” Also included are scenes of 
the United Nations proceedings in the current crisis and the handling of refugees 
im Austria. 

The black and white film, entitled Revolt of a Generation, runs for 20 minutes 
and is available by rental for $5 or may be purchased for $50. Further information 
may be obtained from the AFL-CIO Dept. of Education, 815 16th St., N.W. 


Washington 6, D. C. 


returned to his home town in southeastern Hungary, where he joined the local 
group of patriots. 

When the Russians returned, however, with tanks and heavy weapons and rein- 
forcements, and overwhelmed the “rebels,” Mihaly decided to flee. He waylaid 
a Soviet soldier and stole his uniform, and then used it to make good his escape to 
Austria, walking 250 miles in seven days to reach the border. 

Karoly lived in a small city near the Austrian border, where he worked as a 
machinist in a textile plant. He heard of the revolt in Budapest on the radio one 
morning, and decided not to go to work. Fellow workers apparently had made 
the same decision, for the plant did not open that day. 


Concentrate on Secret Police 

When his brother-in-law, a member of the Hungarian army, left his unit and 
came home with army guns and ammunition, Karoly armed himself and his friends 
and joined the street fighting. ; 

The regular Russian occupation troops, who had been in the city a long time, 
didn’t bother the rebels, Karoly said, as long as the rebels did not attack them, so 
they concentrated on the Hungarian secret police, the AVH. 

But things changed when Russian tanks and reinforcements arrived. Unable to 
continue against overwhelming odds, he fled, but had to leave the rest of his family 
—his mother and two sisters—behind. 

Both were amazed at the standard of living of American workers. They had 
been told by Red propagandists that Americans were “starving.” Instead, they 
found food plentiful, and could hardly get over the fact that the Veszpremis have 
meat on the table nearly every day. 

They also found it hard to believe that Veszpremi owned a late-model car. 
“Only Communist Party bigshots have cars in Hungary,” they said. 

They were puzzled by the TV set. They did not know what television was, but 
after a few days, despite the language barrier, are beginning to enjoy it. Old Wesi- 
ern movies are their favorite TV fare. : 

John Veszpremi is especially proud that so many of his fellow UAW members 
have opened their hearts and their pocketbooks to contribute to Hungarian relief. 

The union’s special fund-raising drive, which began last Thanksgiving and is 
continuing through the holiday season, has already brought in more than $50,000 
in dimes and dollars collected at special lunch-time meetings and through plant gate 
collections by local unions from coast to coast. The money is being sent to the 
ICFTU. 

These contributions are in addition to the $25,000 check which the International 
contributed to the AFL-CIO’s International Free Labor Fund several weeks ago. 


THOUSANDS OF DRESSES to delight the junior miss set among the Hungarian 
fugitives were collected from employers by Ladies’ Garment Workers Local 91, 
New York, and turned over to the Red Cross. Here Pena Winokur helps an 8- 
year-old refugee, Ilona, into a house coat with help from Mrs. Averell Harriman, 
wife of the governor. Looking on are Mrs. Harold M. Cole, Red Cross hospital 
services chairman, and Manager Harry Greenberg of Local 91. 
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=ITS YOUR 
WASHINGTON 
~~ Willard Shelton == 


THE NEED FOR REFORM of the presidential election system 
was underscored by the action of the Alabama elector, chosen on a 
Stevenson-Kefauver ticket, who cast his vote in the Electoral College 
for a state judge. 

Under the Constitution an electot 1 is free to vote for any citizen, 
with proper qualifications, who pleases him. He is not required to 
honor a pledge to support the Democratic or Republican presidential 
candidate or any other candidate. 


Vandercook Says: 


The writers of the Constitution, in fact, planned that the electors 
should be free. The theory was that the people couldn’t be trusted 


to choose their own president and that they should simply choose | 


“wise men” as electors and that the electors should select the chief 
executive. 


This anti-democratic system was quickly broken down. As early 
as 1800 most electors, chosen on the basis of pledges to certain can- 
didates, considered themselves solemnly bound to honor the pledges. 


After 1824 the electoral college became, for practical purposes, 
merely an instrument of ratification reflecting the votes of the peo- 
ple. Yet the system remained unchanged in our organic law. 

In 1948 a Tennessee elector, chosen on the Truman Democratic 
slate, cast his vote instead for the Dixiecrat presidential nominee, 
Strom Thurmond of South Carolina. Now the Alabama elector has 
voted for his state judge instead of Gov. Stevenson. 


It is conceivable, if not likely, that on some occasion in a three- 
party fight for the presidency, enough electors would desert their 
party’s nominee to deprive anyone of the requisite majority and 
throw the choice into the House of Representatives. 


The perpetuation of the electoral college system is undesirable 
for another. reason: It gives undue weight to the citizens of thinly 
populated states. Each state has as many electoral votes as mem- 
bers of Congress—and since each state has two senators the smaller 
states get proportionately heavier representation than populous states. 

xk kk 


MANY PROPOSALS HAVE BEEN MADE for abolition of the 
electoral college system. Some proposed constitutional amendments 
call for direct election of the president and vice president by popular 
vote; others call for dividing each state’s vote between leading candi- 
dates according to the percentage of the popular vote within the st>‘e. 


The least desirable proposed amendment would divide the state 
votes according to the popular vote by congressional districts. 
Since districts are gerrymandered to over-represent rural areas and 
under-represent urban areas, this “reform” is—or should be— 
wholly unacceptable. 


The reckless disregard of the people shown by the Tennessee elec- 
tor in 1948 and the Alabama elector in 1956 is a warning that Con- 
gress and the voters should not continue to take chances with the 
electoral college system. It should be abolished or compelled to 
vote by a fixed system. 

The urgency for this reform is perhaps somewhat less than the 
importance of a statute defining a method by which the presidential 
succession shall be controlled during the “disability” of a chief execu- 
tive. 

Nothing has been done since Pres. Eisenhower’s serious heart 
attack to set up machinery by which in some future emergency a 
possibly necessary—if only temporary—transfer of power to the 
Vice President could be achieved in orderly fashion. 

We know that presidents have been disabled and unable to func- 
tion but have refused to acknowledge the fact—and the circumstance 
may arise again in very critical times. Yet Congress has ignored 
the warning. 

Still, reform of the electoral college also is needed—and action on 
both measures should not be beyond a responsible Congress. 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly broad- 
casts of John W. Vandercook, ABC commentator, 
sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to Vandercook 
over the ABC network Monday through Friday at 
10 p. m., EST.) 


N A FEW weeks, the 85th Congress of the United 

States will convene in Washington. To judge by 
the almost uncanny lack of stir that oncoming event 
thus far has created, that ingathering of the American 
legislators might be no more than a forthcoming 
meeting of a local scout troop in Tallahassee. 

Scarcely a word has 
been said about the plans 
or purposes of either party. 
Not even a glimpse has 
been vouchsafed. us — in 
these times which obvi- 
ously call for so much tin- 
kering—about the legisla- 
tive plans of anyone. 

A peculiar situation ex- 
ists. It is one that has had 
no parallel in our history 
for a hundred years. For 
reasons which bewilder 
Democrats, a majority of voters preferred Republi- 
can Eisenhower for their President. For causes which 
baffle the understanding of Republicans, those same 
voters showed their preference for a Democratic 
Congress. 


Vandercook 


The only sensible conclusion one can draw from 
that is that the American people now expect some- 
thing rather special in the way of government. On 
the face of it, November’s ballots seem to express a 
demand for the kind of liberal, imaginative—some- 


Morgan Says: 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly broad- 
casts of Edward P. Morgan, ABC commentator, 
sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to Morgan over 
the ABC network Monday through Friday at 7 p. m. 
EST.) 


i geome dreamed in 1875 how deeply the horse- 

less carriage would affect civilization. Nobody 
now can more than imagine the extent to which 
atomic energy will change our lives. 

Leaving aside its devastating talents of destruction 
for the moment, the peaceful uses of atomic energy 
are the subject of a little- 
heralded but continuing 
and important controversy. 
The nub of it: is the 
United States pressing as 
fast as it should the ex- 
ploration and exploitation 
of this field? 

Convinced that it was 
not, two Democratic mem- 
bers of the Joint Congres- 


Atomic Energy, Sen. Gore 
(D-Tenn.) and Rep. Holi- 
field (D-Calif.) all but succeeded in getting legisla- 


tion through the last session of Congress calling for 
$400 million outlay in a so-called “crash program” 
to speed up the construction of atomic power reactors. 

They argued that Administration policy was too 


As We See It: 


ICTOR REUTHER, alternate AFL-CIO delegate 

to the ICFTU, and assistant to the president of 
the United Automobile Workers, in an eye witness 
hreport from the Hungarian border of Austria, de- 
scribed-the conditions of refugees as he was inter- 
viewed in the American Broadcasting Co. radio net- 
work program, As We See It. 

“Just a few days ago, I saw men and women trudg- 
ing the last few miles into Austria,” said Reuther. 
“Most of them were young men, who fied from 
threats of deportation to Siberia. They came in ex- 
hausted, after three to four days on the road, mostly 
on foot, and some were even without shoes, lost in 
the swamps.” 

Reuther said that refugees are mostly coming into 
Burgenland, a poor part of Austria, but that the peo- 
ple there have turned over their homes to the Hun- 
garians, and many schools have been closed to stu- 
dents so that quarters may be furnished refugees. 

“But the main refugee center,” he said, “is a for- 


mer Red Army barracks. This is a part of Austria 


sional Committee on 


People Expect Much of Congress 


times even daring—thinking which, in this generation, 
has been associated with the Democratic Party. 


While at the same time, Americans would appear 
to be counting on the President’ reputation for a kind 
of folks-let’s-not-go-too-fast moderation to check the 
Democratic majority from possible excesses. 


One thing, at least, seems plain. Very few Amer- 
icans went to the polls to buy the kind of four years 
of do-nothing, try-nothing, know-nothing government 
which is represented by the all-too-natural coalition 
of conservative Democrats and right-wing Republi- 
cans. 


Yet, unless some clear voices are loudly raised, and 
fast, there is every indication that that is just the 
kind of government we are going to get. 

A proposal was recently made to set up a kind of 
unofficial advisory committee to evolve a working 
program for the majority party in Congress. That 
group would have included the most articulate, the 
most progressive and well-informed Democratic 
leaders. 

That idea is now to be entombed. The able but 
cautious and conservative majority leader of the Sen- 
ate, Lyndon Johnson, will have no part of it. Neither 
Sen. Johnson nor his opposite number in the House, 
Sam Rayburn, say they have any better ideas. 


On the contrary, the two gentlemen from Texas 
suggest that they do not want their routine, profes- 
sional politicking to be encumbered by any ideas at 
ali. Certainly we have had no hint that Mr. Eisen- 
hower will propose much more—in this violently 
changing world—than just to bumble along down 
that same white line to nowhere in pafticular that 
marks the middle of the road. 


U. S. Speeding Up Atom Policy 


narrow, that the Atomic Energy Commission under 
its chairman, Adm. Strauss, considered industrial 
atomic development as virtually its exclusive domain 
on what might be called the “papa knows best” the- 
ory, and that the result was we were lagging in the 
production of electricity from atomic power and in 
the experiments and research involved therein. 
Despite opposition led by Adm. Strauss himself, the 


Gore-Holifield measures passed the Senate, just missed 
passage in the House. 


Apparently, the administration has resurveyed the 
situation. In a speech before the American Nuclear 
Society meeting in Washington, Strauss proposed a 
major expansion in the construction of atomic power 
plants, including two large-scale, three small-scale re- 
actors “entirely new” in type, to produce electricity 
for civilian consumption. 

Perhaps more important than the proposal for 
five more electricity-producing reactors was Strauss’ 
statement that the government soon would remove the 
“secret”’ tab from technical information on develop- 
ment and operation of power reactors and make # 
available for general use. 

The potential of atomic energy is so vast that its 
development has to be part of basic government 
policy. But its nature is so technical that it can be- 
come too tightly controlled by, say, Adm. Strauss’ 
workshop. Congressional pressure, of course, 
couldn’t split the atom; but it may be splitting narrow 
AEC policy into a wider approach. So far, so good. 


Eye Witness Report on Refugees 


that was occupied by the Russians. When they left, 
they stripped the barracks of plumbing, wiring and 
even window frames, so that the abandoned build- 
ings are nothing now but a shell. 

“These bafracks, even with straw on the floor, are 
certainly bare, cold places in which to quarter the 
poor Hungarians.” _ 

Reuther warned that with 150,000 legal and 30,000 
more illegal refugees from Hungary in Austria, the 
Russians could use the fact as an excuse for an attack 
on Austria.. It might also be assumed that agents 
provocateurs are among the refugees to create inci- 
dents, he added. _ 

Immediate movement of the refugees out of Aus- 
tria, by plane, and into various relocation centers in 
various parts of Europe, was urged by Reuther. He 
also backed the AFL-CIO program that recognition 
be withdrawn from the puppet regime in Hungary, 
and that a United Nations police force and UN ob- 
servers go into the country. 

“We cannot let these people down,” he insisted. 
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Hollywood Observer: 


‘Battle Hymn Saga 
Of War in Korea 


~ By Paul Patrick 
| pporetadpdeaion: — Universal - International appears to have just 
about cornered the market for Korean war orphans stories and 
if they all turn out as good as “Battle Hymn” which has just been 
press previewed here, the more the merrier. 
“The Boy From Korea,” about which we wrote a few weeks ago, 
has yet to go into production and will deal primarily with one ragged 


orphan who made it to America through the help of one kindly | 


priest. 

“Battle Hymn,” shortly to be showing in the nation’s theatres, is 
the true story of another man of God, a Protestant minister who 
became a famous fighter pilot and rescued thousands of defenseless 
Korean orphans from onrushing Chinese Communist armies. 

This is a fine, heart-warming picture for grownups and the young- 
er set alike, with some sterling acting performances headed by that 
of Rock Hudson. 

Hudson portrays Col. Dean Hess, the “flying parson” who car- 


ried out more than 300 combat missions over Germany and Korea, |] 


and won many decorations. ; 
Hess organized an airlift of the old C-119 “flying boxcars” and 


ROCK HUDSON teaches bubble gum technique to Korean war 


orphans brought to Hollywood for “Battle Hymn.” 
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Soup to Nonsense: 


By Jane Goodsell 

oe a the night before Christmas, and all through 
the place 

Every creature was stirring at furious pace. 

The stockings weren’t hung by the chimney with 
care— a 

We just couldn't find them, we’d searched every- 

where. 
We'd looked through 


the attic in cran- 
nies and nooks, 
In closets, in cup- 
boards, in boxes 
and books. 
Consternation was 
rampant and an- 
ger held sway. 
We accusingly 
shouted, ‘‘You 
threw them away!” 
The children at last 
' had been lured in- 
2 : to bed 
With peppermint bribes and threats dire and dread. 
And Mama in a tizzy and I in a flurry 
Had settled ourselves for a big rush and hurry. 
When down the stairs crept little feet, pitter-patter— 
The children were up to see what was the matter. 
Why all the shouting and why all the noise? 
Had Santa Claus come yet to bring them their toys? 
We dashed up the stairway as quick as a wink, 
And rendered their bottoms all tingly and pink. 
We rushed to the window and stared in dismay— 
*Twas the Browns with their arms full of packages 
gay! 


How to Buy: 


By Sidney Margolius 

AMILIES are now being subjected to unusually 

strong and often deceptive pressures to buy on 
credit not only the usual large items like cars and 
appliances, but even clothing and other goods usually 
bought for cash. - 

The device being promoted to get people to buy 
most of their needs 
except food on in- 
stallment plans is a 
seductive but even- 
tually costly plan 
called revolving 
credit. It is also ad- 
vertised by many 
stores as “Permanent 
Budget Account,” 
“Convenient Pay- 
ment Account,” 
“Revolving Charge 
Plan,” etc. 

It is gradually tak- 
ing the place of the 
traditional charge ac- 


flew the homeless, doomed Korean children to safety on Cheju| counts. But it has 


island where he established a permanent home for war orphans. 


one important difference. Charge accounts entail no 


In this movie, the children from the Orphans’ Home of Korea For Your Health's Sake: 


portray themselves. They appear to be pretty well-fed for the roles 
of “starving” children and the gorgeous technicolor photography 
at times is incongruous with the filth and despair around Seoul in 


1950 but only a carping, hard-hearted critic would hold that against 
this inspiring, absorbing film. Let’s be thankful these orphans are 


now being fed properly. 


Martha Hyer’s part as Col. Hess’ wife is small compared to 


By Dr. Morris Brand 
T the last annual meeting of the American Pub- 
lic Health Association James Brindle, director 


: f the United Auto Workers’ Social Security Depart- 
the fat roles of Dan Duryea as a happy-go-lucky sergeant-aide to|° ’ : 
Hess; Don DeFore, who’s a fighting pilot from ’way back, and Anna ment, noted that although labor unions differ on de- 


Kashfi, the lass from India who’s one of the most distinctive beauties 
She’s cast as the 


to arrive on the American screen in a long time. 
orphanage directress whose heart could have belonged to the colonel. 


Don’t miss “Battle Hymn” when it comes to your local theatre. 


xk *k * 
A complete, gaudy midway carnival, 1919 vintage, will. be re- 


ereated on 40 acres at the Columbia Ranch for opening sequences |i 


in the “Jeanne Eagles” biographical film, starring Kim Novak and 
Jeff Chandler. 
x ** 

Yul Brynner will star as the pirate, Jean LaFitte, in the title role 
ef Paramount’s “The Buccaneer” but he won't direct the picture, 
as originally announced. 

xk *& 

Don’t know how many science-fiction picture fans read this 
column but for those who do, there’s a beaut now in production 
at Allied Artists. It’s titled “Attack of the Crab Monster.” 

xk * 


tails of how medical care ought to be provided-and 
financed, most of them have supported legislation to 
establish a national 


health insurance pro- 
gram. 

Since Congress has 
not enacted this leg- 
islation all unions, 
because of their 
health and welfare 
funds gained through 
collective bargaining, 
have the task of 
making the best use 
of the dollars set 


_aside for medical 


care. 

Labor has used 
these dollars to pur-- 
chase mostly hos- 


pitalization coverage and surgical benefits from Blue 


Short Takes: Natalie Wood and Deborah Kerr nominated by| Tos Blue Shield and commercial carriers. Some 
Hollywood Women’s Press Club for Golden Apple Award as “most reg gerne Sabir tate moans tant tert 
cooperative actresses of 1956.” ... Budd Schulberg is adapting his 


motion picture script for Warners’ “A Face In A Crowd” into a 


lished direct service medical centers where services 
are actually provided rather than cash indemnities 


novel. . . . Gregory Peck checks in on the Goldwyn lot to prepare! to cover part of the costs. 


for his initial independent production, “Thieves’ Market,” unfortu- 


nately to be made abroad. 


The latter type of plan has proven more popular 
with members because there are no barriers to the 


‘Twas the Plight Before Xmas 


I chewed on my fingers and Mama gulped hard—~ 
They were bringing us presents (we'd sent them a 
card). ; 


Mama gave me a shove. “Let them in while | 
change. 

I had no idea they'd expect to exchange! 

“We can give them a couple of our children’s toys, 

And pretend we don’t know that their children are 

boys. 

“There’s a box of pink soap on the top bathroom 

shelf 


~ That I always was leery of using myself.” 


The. Browns were brimful of wassail and fun. 

They departed at twenty-five minutes to one. 

*Twas then I remembered my old maiden aunt— 

We’d forgotten to send her a poinsettia plant. 

We wrapped and we tied, we wrote cards and we 
trimmed— 

Mama’s head was just splitting, my eyes were red- 
rimmed. 

“Now dash it! Confound it!” I said with a whine, 

“Can’t you ever remember to get enough twine?” 

While I tested the lights, Mama watched with a 
smirk, . 

And said, “Didn't I tell you? You can’t make them 

_ work!” 

At three, when the ornaments all had been hung, 

Both Mama and I were completely unstrung. 

We collapsed into bed and were almost asleep 

When we heard the kids going downstairs for s 
peep. - 

I struggled from bed and I turned on the light. 

“Jolly Yuletide,” I muttered. “Merry Christmas! 

, Goodnight!” 


Revolving Credit N ew Come-on 


credit fee. Revolving credit often costs the buyer 
an annual interest rate of 18-22 per cent. 


Revolving credit is actually the add-on installment 
plan in new and more respectable garb. Add-on 
installment accounts have long been used by “easy- 
credit” stores to get people to buy up to the last 
dollar of their ability to meet the payments. 


Our Advice: 


@ Avoid all add-on plans, whether the dangerous 
contract add-ons of fringe credit stores, or the merely 
expensive revolving-credit plans of the larger retailers, 


@ Anticipate your peak needs in clothing and other 
soft goods by putting aside the money on a monthly 
basis in a special savings account. For example, fam- 
ilies who ordinarily buy clothing for cash often find 
themselves strapped to pay the big bill for new out- 
fits before Easter, and in the fall. 


@ If you have not been able to put aside moncy 
for periods of peak need, you can borrow from a 
credit union or commercial bank at less cost than 
revolving-credit plans charge. Significantly, in this 
period of rising finance charges, credit unions have 
not raised loan rates, and in fact, are limited to a 
true rate of 12 per cent a year. 

_ Copyright 1956 by Sidney Margolius 


Better Health Plans Labor Goal 


service, preventive services are usually included ia 
the benefits and there are no hidden bills cropping 
up after the services are rendered. 


Health insurance in the last 20 years has had a 
phenomenal growth, mostly as a result of collective 
bargaining. Unfortunately even at this date the ex 
tent to which commonly available insurance pro 
grams meet a family’s health needs is not too impres 
sive to Labor. 

Among the causes for difficulties is the system of 
indemnity payments for physicians’ services which is 
not a satisfactory method of paying for services and 
are a base upon which some physicians too frequently 
add substantial charges. Also the emphasis on hos- 
pitalization and surgical coverage as in the case of 
most plans without substantial out-patient benefits is 
frequently a cause for unnecessary hospitalization. 

Also as a result of inadequate concern for operat 
ing efficiency in hospitals and an unwillingness to 
enforce legitimate controls there are unjustified pre 
mium increases. 

Labor is beginning to focus more on the following 
objectives: 

1—Complete prepayment for medical care without 
co-insurance and deductible features and hidden 
added costs. 

2—Comprehensive benefits—only if the range of 
health services is complete will the individual’s health 
needs be effectively and economically met, 

3—Rational organization of medical services—oa 
the basis of group practice, and 

4—Control of the quality of medical services which 
must be built into medical care plans. 
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Page Eleven 


Mill Owners 
Get Revenge 
On Workers 


By Eugene A. Kelley 
Darlington, S. C. — This is a 
Christmas story of honest faith 
and ruthless revenge. 


It started back last May when 
employes of the Darlington Manu- 
facturing Co., the cotton mill that 
is this city’s leading industry, | 
reached out eagerly for the message 
of an organizer from the Textile 
Workers Union. 

It ended just a few days ago when 
the autioneer’s hammer smashed the 
last, faint hopes of these mill work- 
ers that their plant might be spared 
from the malicious triumph of 
ihose who had decreed its doom. 

Tragedy at Christmas 

Tragedy at Christmas always 
seems more stark and this story 
would be best soon forgotten if it 
were not for the lessons it holds. 

{n Darlington, there is little else 


ve 


d- 


BRAVE SMILES wreathe the faces of these three workers jobless 
for the past two months since the mill, in which they had almost 30 
years’ combined seniority, was closed after TWUA election victory. 


Mayor Certain Mill Talking with Organizer Lloyd A. Gossett are, from left, Nettie 

- Sold to Spite Union Whitney, Elizabeth Johnson and Grace Truett. 
Darlington, S. C. — Mayor voice boomed through the am- Small wonder; there never was 
Thomas W. Buchanan, a plifiers. a mill in the Deering, Milliken 


jeweler when he isn’t this 
small city’s chief officer, never 
made a pretense of liking the 
Textile Workers when it 
began to organize here. He 


Milliken is the man who decreed 
the mill must die and its workers 
suffer for the crime of voting for 
union representation. The mill is 
dead now, its machinery will soon 


chain in the South that voted for 
a union. 


The vote came last Sept. 6, al- 
most three months to the day when 


yer still doesn’t. But he estimates be carted away, but Milliken’s mill Lloyd Gossett, wee , UA wet 
the local situation better than | | will continue, for he has 28 other| 8nizer, held his first mecting of 
ent Administration officials in | | mills, 14 of them in South Caro-| Workers im Darlington. TWUA 
-on Washington, especially the | | lina. The lesson of Darlington may | ¥°?- Six days later the threats and 
Sy- NLRB counsel, when he said: | | not be lost on his other workers. | Promises made by the mill's super- 
ast “I know Roger Milliken is Some of the best known names| Vision Pree pteage A Te 
selling this mill because the | | in the U.S. textile industry were at = id yee ‘t. The a had 
union got in. But he’s too | | the sale held in the shadow of the| Tueate the mt aie 
; ; - pa been warned; now they must pay. 
= smart to say so right out. towering mill buildings, some of Ei A 
ely Stands to reason he wouldn’t | | them built 75 years before. Some| Darlington was thrown into tur- 
we have put in all that new equip- | |of the representatives of other| Mil. The fury was directed at the 
ment and take all those om | | Deering, Milliken mills were there,| "100, not at Roger Milliken and 
her ders if he was planning to | | anxious to buy equipment for their| his associates. “Save the mill,” be- 
hly sell.” own plants and bidding on signal| °2™¢ the rallying cry for the city 
ve from Milliken. Some of those there | °f 6,600 souls. 
a8 but tragedy since the two grim days were the industrial harpies, the sal- Administration Unmoved 
when a horde of business-suited| Y@8° ¢XPetts who move in with) The voices of Mayor Thomas W. 
ney strangers descended on the com- — a to reduce ma-| Buchanan and the Chamber of 
ae munity, their alert eyes translating} “""°TY °° J4® Commerce led the chorus. Five 
han the bricks and machines that spelled Anti-Union Chain mill workers, vehemently anti- 
this a livelihood to 523 people into dol-| There was little of junk, though, | U2ion, came from a Chamber meet- 
ave lars and cents turning over into! in the mill. The plant was among| i298 and were given the run of the 
oa quick profit. the most modern in the South. Haif| Mill to circulate petitions asking the 


Among these men moved the 
tall, red-haired figure of Roger 
Milliken, at 41 an officer im a 
dozen corporations and president 
of Deering, Milliken & Co., one 
of the nation’s great textile 
chains. He wore an amiable 


a million dollars had been poured 
into it within two years to modern- 
ize equipment. The program was 
paying off, the mill had orders for 
a year ahead and had long been 
working three shifts a day, six days 
a week. 


save the mill,” workers were told. 


die smile in contrast to the somber “Never,” said the auctioneer’s | misled by When they 
ping expressions on the faces of the | prospectus to the industry, had learned of the deceit, scores of 
little knots of former workers | he “had the pleasure of offering | workers demanded that their names 
sai who stood on the fringe of the | for sale a cotton mill as modern / be stricken from the petition. 
oe crowd while the auctioneers | and up to date... .” It was so brazen that TWUA 


ve 


UNDER THE HAMMER for more than $1.8 million went 
facturing Co. in Darlington, $. C., and down the drain went 
The property was sold on orders of the directors headed by 
be represented by the Textile Workers Union. 


the property of the Darlington Manv- 
the jobs and hopes of over 500 workers. 
Roger Milliken after the workers voted to 


MILL LIQUIDATION was ordered by Roger Milliken, (center) 41- 


— | 


523 Jobs Auctioned Out of Existence 


year-old head of Deering, Milliken & Co., who controlled the Dar- 
lington mill. The city’s police chief (left) stood close by Roger’s 
side as the piecemeal sale of the plamt doomed the jobs of hundreds. 


Mill Quislings 
Cet Just Desserts 


The NLRB issued an unfair labor 
charge against the firm and will 
conduct a post-mortem next month. 
But the agency’s legal counsel found 
“insufficient evidence” to link Roger 


would issue no injunction te block 
the sale. 

So, the sale was held. The only 
bid for the property as a going con- 
cern came from a onetime super 
intendent of the plant, W. C. Shep- 
herd, whose $1.6 million dollar 
offer was not enough. Then, piece 
by piece, the assets of the firm went 
under the hammer and brought a 
total of $1,850,000. The fate of the 
workers had been sealed. 

Within three months the ma- 
chinery will be taken to every direo- 
tion, possibly as far away as South 
America. The mill buildings and 
land, appropriately titled as Parcel 
No. 13, were bought im for $135, 
000. The owner, B. T. Comer, Jr. 
of Atlanta, Ga., has said he hopes 
to resell it. 

If the agent of the NLRB who 
was present at the sale needed evi- 
dence of malice and a desire for 
revenge, he has only to recall items 
1725-1808 at the auction. These 
were 84 Draper X-2 looms, each 
worth $1,635, new and never used. 

They had been bought to make 
the mill even more profitable 
than ever before but were part 
of the cost of teaching Darling- 
ton and the South a lesson against 
unionism that it may be a long 


Millikea with the tragedy and 


time forgetting. 


Darlington Workers Prove 


& @ 
True Unionists to Core 
Darlington, $. C.—The several hundred former mill workers at 
the Darlington Mfg. Co. never knew any union card other than the 
one they signed asking for an NLRB election. But they could give 


lessons in the meaning of trad 
unionism to thousands who have 
carried a union membership card 
for many years. 
Stories Worth Telting 

Because they still live in Darfing- 
ton—at least until after the Christ- 
mas party to be run by the Textile 
Workers is over, and because tem- 
pers flare high in Darlington today, 
their names are withheld. Here, 
though, are some of their stories: 
A young mother told her fore- 
man just before the mill closed last 
October that she might want a reo- 
ommendation for another job. 
“You've been a good worker, 
——,” he told her, “and Ill be 
glad to give you a recommendation. 
But not to another textile mill be- 
cause then I'd have to tell them that 
you voted for the union.” 

“That's the best recommenda- 
tion I could have,” the girl an- 
swered proudly, “you keep 
yours.” 

Or the story of the woman whose 


as she told this reporter: “My hus- 
band and I will have to go away 
from here to find work now that the 
mill is sold. But wherever we go, 
it will be to a union mill. I'll never 
work again where there no 
union.” 
Heavy Workload 

The most touching story is that 
of an elderly woman who quit her 
job just as soon as the election vic- 
tory was assured for the union. 
|. She was one of the union’s ear- 
liest supporters and one of its 
strongest champions. One day, the 
mill manager approached her at her 
work and said piously: 

“If your husband knew you were 
going to union meetings and talking 
up the union in the mill, he’d tura 
over in his grave.” 

The little woman looked at the 
official squarely for a long mo- 
ment before replying: “If my 
man knew how hard I have to 
work nowadays in your mill, he’d 


youngsters tugged shyly at her skirts 


stand up in his grave for me.” 
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AFL-CIO Tells Congress 
Election Laws Outmoded 


AFL-CIO spokesmen told House and Senate committees recently that current election laws are out 
of date and should be revised “realistically” to encourage small political contributions and finance 
campaigns adequately. James McDevitt told a House subcommittee, in behalf of himself and Jack 
Kroll as co-directors of COPE, that the AFL-CIO’s political arm has followed the laws regulating ex- 


penditures in behalf of candidates. Sec.-Treas. L W. Abel of the Steelworkers testified before the spe- 


By Willard Shelton 


cial Senate lobby committee that his'® 


union’s political expenditures also 
complied “scrupulously” with the 
laws. 


Costs Have Increased 

The COPE and Steelworkers’ 
spokesmen told the committees that 
the present $3 million maximum 
“ceilings” on election spending by 
any major-party committee lack 
“real meaning” because they invite 
“subterfuge” and are easily evaded. 

If they had any “real meaning,” 
Abel and McDevitt said, they would 
be “unrealistically low.” 

“The costs of conducting a2 
campaign have increased several 
fold” since the $3 million limit 
was imposed, Abel told the Sen- 
ate committee headed by Sen. 
John L. McClellan (D-Ark.), and 
have been evaded by creation of 
other “front” committees. 

“Such admitted subterfuges to 
avoid the law, necessary as a prac- 
tical matter, tend to weaken respect 
for our election processes. We rec- 
ommend that the maximum limit be 
raised substantially,” he said. 

Both the McDevitt-Krofl and 
Abel testimony recommended that 
small political contributions by 
many citizens be encouraged by 
allowing a small tax credit on in- 
come tax returns. It is the wealthy 
contributor, who gives a huge ag- 
gregate donation to many political 
committees, who may leave a can- 
didate “beholden to vested inter- 
ests.” 

Hostile to Restrictions 

The COPE sstatement to the 
House committee headed by Rep. 
Clifford Davis (D-Tenn.) pointed 

out that court decisions have sug- 
gested that the judges would give a 
“hostile reception” to restrictive 


laws attempting to prohibit union 
political “educational” activities. 


spent in behalf of candidates unless 
specifically “authorized” by the 
candidates are also of doubtful le- 
gality, COPE’s directors said. Can- 
didates should not be given power 
to “make illegal and punishable the 
political activities of any organized 
group.” 

“The heart of the problem” of 
political contributions involves 
the maximum that may be legally 
given by any one individual, the 
COPE statement said. Pointing 
out that AFL-CIO Pres. George 
Meany had suggested a maxi- 
mum gift of $1, COPE acknowl 
edged that others might prefer a 
$5 or $10 limit, but there should 
be a “rigid and relatively low” 
ceiling. 

Abel told the Senate committee 
that an original objective of the 
Steelworkers Organizing Commit- 
tee 20 years ago was to “secure 
legislation safeguarding economic 
security and social welfare, protect 
and extend democratic institutions 
and civil rights and liberties, per- 
petuate the cherished traditions of 
our democracy.” 


The Taft-Hartley Act and state 


UAW Not Deprived 
Of NLRB Processes 


The United Automobile Workers 
is not “deprived of NLRB processes 
as a result of a disputed technical 
point.” 

This paper erroneously carried 
that statement, which was based on 
a trial examiner's recommendation 
in the Kohler case. The UAW, 
however, has asked the labor board 
to over-rule the trial examiner and 
to declare that trustees are not “offi- 
cers,” within the meaning of the 
Taft-Hartley Act, in the auto union. 


—— that no funds could be 


COPE DIRECTORS give House subcommittee counsel on reforms 
in laws governing elections expenditures and contributions. 
McDevitt (right) reads statement in behalf of himself and his co- 


director, Jack Kroll. 


STEEL WORKERS spokesmen tell McClellan special Senate com- 


mittee that union is “proud” of 
mends specific changes in law. 


We regret the error. 


| Justice Dept. obtained O'Connor's 


James 


“right-to-work” laws are “sharp re- 
minders,” Abel said, “of the dan- 
gers inherent in political inactivity” 
by unions. “We take an active role 
in politics and are justly proud of 
the role we have played.” . 


Contempt Case 
Victory Won 
By O’Connor 


The government’s prosecution of 
Harvey O’Connor on contempt of 
Congress charges blew up when 
the U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
reversed O’Connor’s conviction for 
defiance of an 83rd Congress sub- 
committee headed by Sen. Joseph 
McCarthy (R-Wis.). 

O’Connor, for years editor of the 
former CIO Oil Workers paper, re- 
fused to tell McCarthy’s subcom- 
mittee whether he had been a mem- 
ber of what the senator called the 
“Communist conspiracy.” On 
many occasions he has publicly 
denied Communist affiliation. 


Challenged Jurisdiction 

At his trial before District Judge 
Joseph C. McGarraghy, O’Connor 
said he would answer the question 
under oath if so directed by the 
court. He maintianed, however, 
that the McCarthy subcommittee— 
established to study government op- 
erations—had no authority over 
him as a private citizen. 

O’Connor relied on the First 
(free speech) amendment to the 
Constitution and challenged Mc- 
Carthy’s jurisdiction. McGarraghy 
convicted him of contempt and im- 
posed a $500 fine and a suspended 
jail sentence. 

Charge Too Vague 

The three-judge appellate panel 
headed by Chief Judge Henry W. 
Edgerton failed to rule on the free 
speech issue and expressly declined 
to consider McCarthy’s jurisdiction. 

It overturned the decision on the 
ground that the O’Connor indict- 
ment—based on refusal to respond 
to questions about “Communist 
conspiracy” membership—was too 
vague, “imprecise and ambiguous.” 

One of the appellate judges who 
joined in this decision was Warren 
E. Burger, appointed to the court 
by Pres. Eisenhower, who was as- 
sistant attorney general when the 


indictment. 


Absentee Ballots 
Elect Del Sesto 


Providence, R. I.—A count 
of civilian and servicemen’s 
absentee ballots gave Chris- 
topher Del Sesto (R) an un- 
official and belated victory in 


its political activities and recom- 
Left to right: Arthur J. Goldberg, 
general counsel; Sec.-Treas: I. W. Abel, who read statement; Frank 
N. Hoffmann, legislative representative. 


his race for governor against 
incumbent Dennis J. Roberts 
(@D), but the count was chal- 
lenged in court. 

Roberts had a narrow mar- 
gin on the basis of the Nov. 6 
balloting and won a majority 
of the soldier absentee vote, 
but the civilian absentee vote 
gave Del Sesto a total 427 
plurality. 

The civilian absentee vote 
has been challenged in the 
state supreme court on 
charges that the controlling - 
statute violates the state con- 
stitution. 

Del Sesto is a former Dem- 
ocrat who campaigned as a 
“100 percent” Eisenhower Re- 
publican on both foreign and 
domestic policy. 


DEDICATING the Woodrow Wilson suite on the seventh floor of the 
Philip Murray Building, Mrs. Woodrow Wilson chats with Sec. of 
Labor James P. Mitchell (left) and Pres. James B. Carey of the 
Electrical, Radio & Machine Workers. 
headquarters observed 100th anniversary of Wilson’s birth. 


The ceremonies in TUE 


(Continued from Page 1) 

ican labor movement recognizes un- 
ion membership in all trades of the 
Hungarian labor movement for pur- 
poses of waiving initiation fees in 
U.S. unions is believed to be with- 
out precedent. 


In his letter to union presidents, 
Meany declared that “in these days 
of struggle between the forces of 


freedom and tyrannical dictatorship, 
as represented by the Soviet union, 
any people or group of people who 
fight back against Soviet tyranny 
are actually fighting for the freedom 
of all humanity.” 


Because of this, he continued, 
the Executive Committee recog- 
nizes “a solemn obligation of our 
free trade union movement to do 
all we can to help alleviate the 
suffering and hardship of the 
Hungarian freedom fighters who 
have fied to our shores. 


“Throughout our long history, 
going back to colonial days, we 
have welcomed those who came to 
our shores seeking religious, politi- 
cal and economic freedom. We 


Labor Pledges Job Aid 
To Refugees in U.S. 


cannot do less, in this instance, 


Gas Lobbyists Plead Guilty 
To Violating U.S. Law 


Prosecutions arising from the “arrogant” gas-bill activities of Su- 
perior Oil Co. ended when two company lawyers, John M. Neff and 
Elmer Patman, pleaded guilty to D Suanges of violating the federal 


than extend the warm hand of 
friendship and welcome to the 
heroic people of Hungary who have 
come to us in their hour of need.” 

Noting that he has personally 
talked with many of the refugees 
during a visit to Camp Kilmer, 
Meany declared that “I find they 
are all trade union conscious.” 

“Practically every refugee I 
talked to, upon learning I was a 
representative of the American 
trade union movement, produced a 
union card which was displayed 
with evident pride,” he said. 
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lobby-control laws. 


Neff and Patman were finea| 
$2,500 each and given suspended 
one-year prison terms on the mis- 
demeanor charges. In addition, Su- 
perior Oil itself pleaded guilty to 
“aiding and abetting” the lawyers 
and was fined $10,000. 

All felony charges resulting from 
disclosure of Neff’s proffers of 
$2,500 “campaign contributions” to 
Republican committees and sena- 
tors in various states were dropped. 

The lobbying activities of Supe- 
rior Oil and its lawyers were exposed 
when Sen. Francis Case (R-S. D.) 
in a speech on the Senate floor an- 
nounced that a “campaign contri- 
bution” had been offered him 
through an intermediary. He said 
he felt compelled to vote against the 
then-pending bill to release natural 
gas “gatherers” from effective Fed- 
eral Power Commission regulation. 

A highly limited inquiry by a 
special committee headed by Sen. 
Walter F. George (D-Ga.) discov- 
ered that Neff got funds for “con- 
tributions” from Patman, that Pat- 
man in turn got thousands of dol- 
lars for “political” purposes from 
what were called the “personal 
funds” of Howard B. Keck, Supe- 
rior Oil president. 


The George committee said there 
was no evidence of attempted brib- 
ery of senators but that Patman and 
Neff were guilty of “galloping ir- 
responsibility” and that Keck had 
recklessly “delegated his judgment” 
to Patman. 


A District of Columbia grand 
jury indicted Patman, Neff and Su- 
perior Oil on charges of violating 
the lobby-regulation laws. The case 
was closed out when the govern- 
ment accepted guilty pleas to the 
misdemeanor counts and dropped 
the felony charges. 


Superior Oil activities backfired 
when Case’s sensational speech pro- 
duced the George committee in- 
quiry and the subsequent indict- 
ments. 

The Senate passed the natural 
gas bill in spite of the disclosures, 
but the gas industry lost its battle 
when Pres. Eisenhower vetoed the 
measure. 

The President said he favored the 
general objectives but criticized the 
“arrogant activities” of a section of 
the industry and added, cryptically, 
that some undefined protection 
consumers should be included i@ 
any such legislation. 
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